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Introduction

A dramatic increase in international marriage rates resulted from the steady lowering
of barriers to trade and movement of people indkefew decades. East Asia has seen the
largest jump, as demographic presstieesl social circumstances (such as educated women
delaying marriage) have driven many of the regiondse developed countries to import brides
to fill the gender gap. The statistics tell thergt in Japan, for example, there has been agtead
increase from about 5,000 cases of internationatiagge in 1970, to 10,000 in 1983, 20,000 in
1989, over 26,000 (or about 3.4% of all marriaged)993 and to 4.5% of all marriages by the
year 2000 — a 700% increase in the last three ésd®&dper 1997, 325 and Burgess 2004, 224).
Taiwan has seen a similar, but more dramatic, treftdm 1998 to 2003, foreign brides rose
from 15% to 32% of all marriages performed (Tsa§2@0).

Despite this rapid increase over the last two degsaithe modern phenomenon of
international marriage — the marriage betweensa gieneration immigrant and a native citizen —
has not been a common topic of study for scholaisternational relations. Political scientists
like to work in areas where there is a substaatiaunt of data and a well developed historical
record; as international marriages have only oeclim significant numbers since the early
1990s, and since there are (as of yet) only aivelgtlimited number of countries driving the
phenomenon, it is not an ideal area of study. Witlan empirical record, it is quite difficult to
engage in the sort of causal inference called yoKing, Keohane, and Verba in their path-
breaking book on methodology (1994).

International marriage has not gone completelyudist by scholars of IR, however. In

the formative years of the discipline, classicéladars such as Machiavelli and Hobbes were

! The male to female sex ratios at birth are 1.@9/Maiwan, 1.11/1 in China, 1.06/1 in Japan, a8/ in South
Korea, compared to 1.05/1 in the United Statesp¢aaand the Philippines (data from the CIA Fackhagcessed
4/29/2007)
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very aware of and interested in the political repssions of royal marriages. The move away
from the monarchical tradition, however, led t@sskening of interest in the political
repercussions of international marriage in receatry. This neglect is puzzling, however, as
marriage is one of the most ancient forms of camtig relations, and it has historically been
used to cement alliances and build trust betwesilits and even states. Marriage also has
traditionally had a strong economic component ihaery noticeable in the dowry practices that
continue to be a part of everyday life in many mggstern societies. Given that law, economics,
and culture have all been considered to have irmpbinpacts on international relations, it
seems likely that international marriage, as ibimes all of these concepts, would be a useful
area of study.

Additionally, international marriage, by its naturequires substantial migration of
persons (usually female) from one state to anotMagrations in these numbers for any other
reason would likely warrant attention and studgr iRstance, there are approximately as many
Vietnamese brides in Taiwan (about %2 of 1% of thpytation) as there are Cubans in the
United States (data from Tsay 2005 and Pew 20Q6thle nature of these migrants (female and
poor) has made them invisible to a field that oftas blinders on when it comes to studying
subjects that cannot be quantified in terms of aypower.

To address this gap in the research, this studyavgle that international marriage,
particularly when it occurs as a large scale phesman, is a potential source of both
international friction and social change. Interol marriage is a unique example of
international migration, and, as with any largdescaovement of peoples, it has the potential to
impact international relations both directly andirectly through changes in state preferences.

Although it seems unlikely that many countries willade their neighbors specifically to claim
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brides for themselves (as myths hold the foundetisenancient city-state of Rome did), there
are multitudes of ways in which marriage can aftbetinternational realm.

To tease out the argument, | will first survey ihternational relations literature to
understand some of the ways in which internatiomalriage might impact international
relations. From this survey, | will develop a thetacally eclectic argument about the
possibilities that may evolve, focusing specifigalh the economic, political, and identity based
impacts that international marriage can have orcthumtries in question. Next, | will examine
some instances of the impact of international raggiin East Asia to try to situate, as much as
possible, my hypothetical arguments into the realladvof cases. Finally, | will conclude with a
case study focusing on Taiwan, as it provides gae@ally interesting example of how
international marriage can have large consequdncasstate’s national identity and security.
Theoretical Perspectiveson International Marriage

While mainstream theories of international relasitnave had little to say directly about
what the impact of international marriage mighblnanternational relations, we can infer quite a
bit by examining the extent to which they privilehe ability of the domestic sphere to influence
the international, as well as the importance thay igive to state-to-state economic relations and
the importance of identity. International marriggyevides the basis for both strong formal and
informal institutional connections between naticnsg thus even the most hard-nosed realist
analysis can find at least some motivation for yituglits impact. This section will briefly
survey some of the insights that these tradititimabries of international relations can give us

about the potential impact of international mareiag
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Realism and Neo-Realism

Despite the importance of international (monarahimarriage to the forefathers of
traditional realist thought, modern iterations @hlism and neo-realism have the least interest in
the study of international marriage, as they lardgetus on the state as a black box and give
little credence to domestic factors. In both cadesstruggle for power and resources is
important above all else in international relatig®rgenthau 1985, 4-7 and Waltz 1986, 117-
122), and it is unlikely that such a tertiary isaseinternational marriage could be seen as having
any substantive effect. This is especially truthmncase of neo-realists, who focus almost
exclusively on an abstract view of the balanceagr between states.

Traditional realists do give some emphasis to tiygorrtance of national population levels
(Morgenthau, for example, notes that “no countny @Emain or become a first-rate power which
does not belong to the more populous nations oé#nth” (1985, 143)), which suggests that
marriage might have some importance due to itsinolestering reproduction. This interest in
marriage is purely instrumental and biological, kwer — there is no discussion of how
international marriage migration might change ttakeup of the state. Other than as a possible
site for alliance building (within the general framork of the existing balance of power),
international marriage is of little interest to giiioners of these theoretical traditions. The
dominance of the materialist / realist paradigmmasant that there has been little theoretical
consideration of the impact that mass migratioaumh a sensitive sort can have on international
relations.

Marxist & World Systems Theories
Another materialist approach that we must exaroarees out of the Marxist tradition.

These approaches focus on economic structuralrf&a@nd particularly examine the ways in
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which asymmetries of economic power advantage thie mieveloped nations. These theories
explain the international bride phenomenon in pueglonomic terms — the structural inequality
of the system drives women from less developedtci@srto sell themselves into marriage for
the opportunity to increase their economic wellAlgei This approach is quite common in many
discussions of the international marriage phenomgparticularly those that focus on East
Asian example$. While there is a great deal of truth in this gsi, it does not explain why
many receiving countries have reacted poorly tartiported brides, why so much of the debate
over the brides is focused on issues of identity luman rights, rather than economics, and how
in many cases the foreign brides have emergeddap@mdent economic and political actors.
Neoliberal Institutionalism

Regime theory / neo-liberal institutionalism slsaaecommon focus on material concerns
with both the realist and Marxist traditions, blug importance of legal and economic contact to
this theory suggest some areas in which internakiorarriage might have an effect on the
international realm. Regime theorists argue thi@rnational organizations “perform the
valuable functions of reducing the cost of legitiemxansactions, while increasing the costs of
illegitimate ones, and reducing uncertainty” (Keo&d984, 107). Although there are no
international organizations that deal strictly witkernational marriage, a strong argument can
be made that international marriage has long ek&ssea semi-formal interstate regime. States
typically recognize legally performed marriages tlo@k place in another state, and wives or
husbands of current citizens or legal resident®tiem given preferential treatment when

immigrating?

2Wang and Chang (2002) and Davin (2007) strongjyeathis position, but it is a subtext of many otstedies,
such as Tsay (2005), Ko and Chang (2005), and Q05
% A quick perusal of governmental websites showstttia is customary for most states.
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These informal structures are increasingly beimm&dized into interstate agreements,
and this formalization has often provoked contestat This is particularly evident in the case of
the EU, where questions over the rights of manpi@dners to receive social welfare benefits
when they migrate internally has been heavily dedbéckers 1996). The inclusion of
international marriage laws into these formal tagitbns suggests that states see international
marriage as having potentially significant econonunsequences, and thus are both interested
in the issue and willing to devote political wih@resources towards managing it. If the
theoretical postulates of regime theory hold, weusth expect that the informal and formal
structures developed around marriage will servatas of both conflict and cooperation
between states.

Liberal Theory

While regime theory can give us some insightod®tv states regulate the international
marriage trade, it has difficulty in stepping baclanalyze the prior conditions which explain
why states might be interested in internationalrrage in the first place. Regime theorists
analyze international agreements based on motnsataothe state level, but the international
marriage trade is driven by the individual levesides of men to have brides and the brides’
desires to better their lives through immigratiddf all the major theories of international
relations, traditional liberal theory, with its ehgsis on the importance of the domestic, gives us
the strongest tools for analyzing the internal dyits behind the international marriage
phenomenon.

Liberal theory, by “taking preferences serioushyfiyes us some insight as to why states
would be interested in the international marriagermmenon (Moravcsik 1997). Prospective

husbands, immigrant brides, and the families tloskes leave at home are all potentially
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powerful societal actors in both the sending ameikéng countries. By focusing on and
empowering the individual, liberal theorists suggesat members of these groups will serve as
increasingly important voting blocs or pressureugioin the countries in question, and could in
time come to change their country's preferencesigir individual or collective action. Still,
liberal theory may focus too much on the voting poand material strength of specific interest
groups, while ignoring the more deep seated changdsntity that international marriage can
foster.

Constructivism

Liberal theory's emphasis on the need to undetgtegferences is shared by
constructivists — both theories recognize the wayshich large groups of migrants can
challenge settled national identities. Construstiy however, adds another layer by considering
the impact of international norms and shared utdedings (Wendt 1999, 1). Although some
constructivist approaches focus largely on statel lenderstandings, one of the most cited
articles on the developments of international noangsies that they can originate from actors at
any level of analysis (Finnmemore and Sikkink 1998)

This emphasis on the normative environment leadstoactivists to look at the
phenomenon from two angles. The first focusesaw international norms have shaped the
ways in which states find it acceptable to reachternational marriage migration, as well as
analyze how various actors (brides, husbands, i@snitc.) serve as norm entrepreneurs or
otherwise act as social vectors. The second appioaks at the ways in which the norms of
the international system have changed in waysntia&ie previously “domestic” issues (such as
marriage), which were protected by state sovergigatms, more open to outside scrutiny and

interference. This approach adds much more depthrtanalysis, but constructivist theories
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still tend to ignore the role of gender, and thecsfic roles that women are often asked (or
forced) to play in forming and perpetuating normd aentities.
Forming a Theory on International Marriage

While traditional theories of international retats all have at least something to say
about international marriage, none can tell themete story of the phenomenon. To develop a
strong argument about how international marriageattect interstate relations, one must
examine all levels of analysis — system, state,iagigidual. To this purpose, in this paper I will
bring in arguments from feminist theory, sociologgd studies of nationalism and identity. |
will generally argue from a constructivist positidout, while | strongly value the power of ideas,
| will also argue that material and economic mdimas go a long way towards explaining the
international marriage phenomenon. These econoriwvations, however, are typically bound
by their cultural context, and their impact on fgrerelations cannot be understood without
stepping back to see how economic concerns integtwith cultural and identity based issues.

International marriage’s impact develops out stigs with economic modernization,
development, gender relations, and identity. Wettgping societies, traditional gender roles
shift away from strongly patriarchic structures.omén gain more freedom to work outside of
the home and have independent lives that are aotigal strictly through their relationship with
men. This new freedom, however, makes them |&sscve marriage partners for the men of
their society (who still hold a large portion ofcgetal resources due to residual patriarchal
structuresf. These men exercise their economic and politicaitdo import foreign brides from

less developed states which are thought to haveemanore in tune with traditional values.

* Here | draw upon the unpublished work of Leonactd®pa, presented at the University of Delawardo@alum
on Global Governance Speaker Series. Schoppar&as dipon Albert Hirschman'’s exit, voice and loyalt
framework to explain the choice of women in indiadized, yet traditionalist societies to “exit” tisgstem and
refuse to breed, thus impacting the system in tig way in which they are able.
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One scholar of international marriage, for examptages that men seeking foreign brides
typically favorably contrast their “commitment tcamiage” to that of available native brides,
who are viewed as unattractive partners due to there liberal views on gender roles and
relations (Constable 2003, 168). Foreign bridesntare brought in to continue traditional
gender roles, and also to assist in biologicalagpction (as falling reproductive rates seem to
be a typical characteristic of developed societies)

These purposes for international marriage areelgngncontested, and in and of
themselves should have little impact on internatioalations. A simple study of just these
instrumental factors, however, does not illumirthimpact these brides have once they arrive
in the receiving nation. Once in their new counfoyeign brides cannot be expected to
passively carry out their assigned roles. As dised above, most theories of international
relations expect such large scale migration to lzVeast some impact— it has clear
repercussions in the economic, political, and doe@m. To understand how these factors
matter, however, we must bring in a discussioneofdgr roles, something that international
relations scholars generally ignore.

Feminist scholars have done substantial work emtys in which women have
impacted the international sphere, and above @yl bave argued that we must move “beyond
knowledge frameworks that construct internatiohabty without attention to gender
and...search deeper to find ways in which gendaahshies serve to reinforce socially
constructed institutions and practices” (Tickne®1921). These concerns clearly resonate in
the issue of international marriage, an area thatdften been (and continues to be) a site for the

exploitation of women. Feminist insights into #m@abling power of women to legitimize and
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support social orders (Murphy 2005, 519) give tbetext to any study that has women at its
center.

This recognition of the importance of women flgug view of international marriage on
its side. Rather than looking at internationatibs as passively fulfilling the desires of their
male counterparts, we instead see them as exergstential power in two ways. First, the
brides often have active economic and politicahageAs they are being imported to help
continue an economic system that relies on womémasewives and domestic workers, by
refusing to exist merely as cogs within the tradhitil system they have the ability to impact the
very economic and political structures that theyengrought in to sustain. Second, the brides
are being imported to assist in the continuatiotrasditional national identities. Again, by acting
as anything more than the passive biological vedselthe continuation of national culture, the
brides can become active agents for change inreudiind identity.

Although immigrant brides clearly have the capabtb change economic and political
structures, the importance of their impact on metiadentity requires more exploration.
Immigrant brides can affect national identity imed main ways. First, they serve as sites for
biological reproduction. If native women are uring to marry and reproduce, thus providing
new members of the nation, then immigrant bridesksabrought in to serve that purpose, thus
allowing for the continuation of the identity. $@&d, in their role as primary caregivers,
immigrant brides can shape the identities of thkildren, potentially introducing new elements
into their children’s understanding of their owemdity. Finally, the identity of the children of
immigrant brides will be molded by how society maves them; this perception, in turn, will be
shaped by their mother’s interactions with socigtythat these interactions will decide how

society writ large views the immigrant bride popida.
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Before exploring these ways in which brides carpshaational identity, we must define
it. Benedict Anderson provides what is perhapatiost broad, yet succinct definition of a
nation. He argues that a nation “is an imaginddipal community — and imagined as both
inherently limited and sovereign” (1991 [1983], @)he nation is imagined — it does not exist as
an empirical, timeless entity, but rather instea@ shared understanding of what the nation is,
held in common by its members. It is limited ansleseign — there are those who are in the
nation and those who are out, and those who arkamgt no legitimate authority over those who
are in. “Finally, it is imagined as a communitgchuse, regardless of the actual inequality and
exploitation that may prevail in each, the nati®always conceived as a deep, horizontal
comradeship” (Anderson 1991 [1983], 7). Key ta tthefinition is an emphasis on shared
language, mass communication, and the developni@attional myths to help bind together
these intellectual constructs which we call natj@ml especially to foster that sense of
comradeship which makes them so powerful.

These national identities require biological conétion. States have long recognized the
importance that women as mothers play in carrymgational traditions, and their necessary
role in biological reproduction. Examples inclutie American ideal of Republican
Motherhood in the United States during th& t@ntury, as well as efforts by eugenics groups to
encourage “proper” American men and women to regzedn the early twentieth century. This
movement saw its pinnacle in the Nazi obsessioh @nicouraging certain ideal German mothers
to bear children to maintain racial purity, but moecent examples also abound, including the
efforts made by the Serbian state to encouragad@enmmen to act as “mothers of the nation”
in reproducing their national identity, both biologjly and socially (Bracewell 1996). Other

studies have shown how national identity is rel@mtraditional family structures; Anne
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McClintock, for example, argues that “family offexsnatural’ figure for sanctioning social
hierarchywithin a putative organianity of interests” (1993, 64). This tie of identityfaimily
structure places women as “the atavistic and atith#rody’ of national tradition... embodying
nationalism’s conservative principle of continui(®).

This conflation of biological and social continuatiof national identity is often seen
because the mother — the site of biological repctdn is also typically the primary caregiver
and the first to socialize the new child into hiher national identity. The importance of
primary caregivers has long been recognized bgstabking to shape national identity. For
example, in the Greek government’s campaign taer@&reek national identity in Slavic-
speaking natives of the Florina region following #rea’s incorporation into Greece in 1913, the
state focused on women'’s ability to shape natiateitity because of their roll as primary care
givers and teachers of “norms, roles, and expectsiti(Karakasidou 1996, 103). The
importance of this insight is born out in anthrag@ptal studies of mixed-marriages in the United
States. A 1989 study found that the ethnic idgmtitmixed-marriage part-Japanese and part-
Hispanic children found that continuation of thenonity identity depended in large part on how
strongly the children were socialized into theirtgailar group culture (Stephan & Stephan
1989, 516). Immigrant brides thus have an ambiguole in terms of cultural continuity. They
have the ability to embrace either their nativadopted national identities when socializing
their own children, and thus in turn have a poweahility to shape the identity of the new
generation that they have often been imported &o.be

In addition to their role as caregivers, immigrantles can affect the identity of their
children through their own interactions with theewing society. Children develop their

identity through their interaction with their peensd the ways in which they are treated by
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society writ large. Studies of mixed race marrgagetween Chinese expatriates and Caucasians
living in the United States, although not an exawlog to international marriage, are suggestive
of the ways in which societal perceptions of imrargrbrides might impact their children’s
identities. Sociologist Nikki Khanna, who has d@ostantial work in analyzing the patterns of
international marriage in Asian-Americans, focuseshis subject in the context of racial
identity; however, her analysis is applicable t® tlase of national identity as well. Indeed,
many of the factors which she notes as importardd@! identity are also strongly implicated in
national identity. As Khanna explains, “it [racidéntity] gives people a sense of identity with
one group or another, a feeling of community andrmgeng, and a sense of self” (2004, 115).
Khanna draws upon the social psychological conokfreflected appraisals” to explain
identity formation in mixed-race Asian-AmericanBhis concept argues that identities are
formed when “individuals first imagine how they &aip to others. Second, they imagine others’
judgment of that appearance. Finally, they devslmpe sort of self-feeling or self-concept from
this process. In short, individuals come to seengelves as theyerceivesignificant others to
see them” (2004, 117). Mixed race Asian-Ameriocahs believe that others view them as
Asian are more likely to identify as Asian, whiteose who believe the inverse are more likely to
identify with their other race. In addition, mixegce children who receive more exposure to the
Asian parent’s culture and traditions are morelVike identify as Asian, and vice-versa. This
research, when generalized to the study of natioeatity, tells us that in cases of international
marriage we can expect that national identity bélboth contested and malleable. The identity
that children of immigrant brides will form depenais two factors — the direction of their
formative cultural exposure, and the ways in whiady internalize the judgment of society writ

large on their ability to conform to a given idewnti
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We can see, then, that a host society which islbaadstits immigrant brides could very
easily drive the children of immigrant brides teate new identity groupings based on their
cultural and ethnic identities, rather than intégraith their birth society. This insight ties us
back to the ability of brides to act as indepen@&ainomic, political, and cultural actors. The
more agency the brides exhibit in any of thesesafaeting in contradiction to the reasons which
they were brought into the country), the more wg eMpect society to view the brides as
outside of the national community. The more thdds are distanced from the nation, the more
likely they will be forced to develop their own ieplendent identities, and the less likely their
offspring will be to take on the national identifytheir fathers. The impact of international
marriage, then, hinges on the ability of the reilog\society to consider the wishes of the
imported brides to better their own lives, whilsaintegrating them into the hegemonic national
culture and identity. Failure to do so — crea@nginority identity group of immigrant brides —
could lead to tensions both within the nation aatiieen the receiving nation and the sending
states where its brides originated from.

Hypotheses on International Marriage

To understand how these theoretical understandihiggernational marriage can have a
concrete impact on the real world, this section ebmine how the phenomenon of
international marriage has developed in and impkEsest Asia over the last two decades.
International marriage is not just limited to a fesuntries in the region. Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan, and Hong Kong have all received attentarttieir demand for brides in recent years,
while the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, and rfaaid China have sent the majority of brides
abroad. The rapid modernization of the bride imtipgrsocieties created imbalanced

expectations of gender roles in each case, leddidglayed marriage and lower birth rates,



Davis 16

pushing the desire to import more traditional bsidEo discuss the details of this trade, we will
first look at some real world examples of the ecnimampact of international marriage, and
then follow up with an examination of the sociatialtural / identity implications.
International Marriage and Economics

Looking at international marriage as an economengimenon provides valuable insights
about the ways in which a subject that is as callyybound as marriage can nonetheless have a
very real material impact. In the East Asian captmternational marriage has typically had two
interrelated economic consequences. It has sewvadksite for the trade in and commodification
of women and it has served as a means for guaragteeusehold labor and production.

There is clear evidence that the international iagertrade has done much to promote
the commodification of brides. Substantial scHglawork has been done to explain the process
of commodification, including Gates (1989) and R0@5). Wang and Chang offer the most
detailed study of how the process occurs. Theyetigat the well developed networks of
international marriage brokers have led to a peimtre “the process of international
marriage...is gradually being transformed to enhagmoéts to various intermediaries” (2002,
95). This commodification is leading to women lgegeen as products to be traded. In the year
2000 alone, the marriage business in Taiwan wathveqproximately $46 million US dollars
(Wang and Chang 2002, 97). This sort of commoaatiiien of women encourages the receiving
countries to see foreign brides in economic temnsch leads to their dehumanization and ill
treatment. The commodification of these women raakeuch more difficult for them to
assimilate into their host societies, and thusdseesentment in both the immigrant bride and
host communities. Since immigrant brides havendeterminate position — they both represent

their sending country to their host country (throdlgeir actions) and they represent their
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receiving country to their sending country (throulgh way they are treated), the ill treatment
that commaodification encourages will create pogon@ssions on both sides. From this we can
derive our first hypothesis:

H1: In situations where international marriage reustrialized and brides are

viewed as a commodity, the receiving country vieédwthe brides as less than

human, and by extension will view the sending eguntmore negative terms,

increasing the likelihood of abuse and potenti&tirstate tensions. The sending

country, upon seeing the poor treatment of its angjbrides, will also develop

negative feelings towards the receiving country.

Brides as Economic and Political Agents

This economic reading of the international marripgenomenon largely removes agency
from the foreign brides involved, however. Althbuidpe fact of commodification is very real,
most (although not all) international marriages\akintary; the women involved typically
choose to put themselves on the market becauséhig ibest of the options which they find
available to themselves. Once in their new courtriges often join the workforce and
contribute to the local economy. Viewing bridesagents allows us to look at a wide variety of
areas in which brides may intentionally impact exruit relations both within their new host
country, as well as at home.

One of the most common ways in which foreign lsidrercise economic agency is
through the sending of remittances back to themécountry. These brides are not passive
consumers assimilating into their new society;eathey are leveraging their new economic
status to further their own interests in helpingilsg members back home. This issue has
become especially acute for one of the largestdisgfi countries in East Asia — the Philippines
— a situation which Cynthia Enloe drew attentiomtber bookBananas, Beaches, and Bases

(1989). By 2005, the Philippines was the thirdjémst receiver of international remittances in

absolute terms, behind only India and Mexico, amd percentage of the economy they account
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for almost 9% of the Philippines GDP (Burgess & B&k2005, 4). This reliance on foreign
income has led the Philippines to be very activeanking to promote the migration of its
citizens abroad and to be concerned about thelbgieh once abroad (Piper 1997, 333). This
leads to our second hypothesis:

H2: Countries sending brides abroad may becomeaamacally reliant on their

remittances, and thus feel compelled to protedt tights abroad to continue the

flow of money back to home, leading to tensionséxen the sending and

receiving countries

The large communities of foreign brides in cowgrsuch as Japan and Taiwan have also
led to an increasing level of participation in tifécial economy by foreign brides. For
example, in Ko and Chang'’s study of Viethamesedsid Taiwan, they found that by their
eighth year of residence, 44% of Vietnamese bnadae employed full time and another 18%
were employed part time (2005, 15). This sortartipipation has led to independent action and
organization by groups of brides in support of tegionomic rights. By exercising this
independent agency, these migratory brides havaliitiey to directly facilitate social change.
This ability suggests another hypothesis:

H3: Brides, as independent economic actors, witapt to better their lot by

pursuing paths that may not fit with the ones eanisd by the governments

encouraging their migration. This may lead thenotganize to promote changes

in labor conditions or job opportunities in waysthmay directly affect policy

outcomes.
Immigrant Brides as Maintainers of Traditional Sysis

Foreign brides are imported by their prospectiveblamds to maintain traditional social
and cultural roles that their domestic counterpamsseen as being unable or unwilling to fulfill.
In Japan, farmers have brought in immigrant brideallow them to continue their traditional

farming lifestyle (Piper 2003, 461), and eldestssofien pursue immigrants brides because they

are seen as being more willing to take on eldee-ocales mandated by cultural tradition (Piper
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1997, 238). Foreign brides are also valued beddugseare considered to be more traditional
and compliant than domestic women — features aitteato men who are intimidated by the new
gender power structures promoted by Westernizedemofiper 1997, 328). They are also
viewed as being more likely to reproduce, thusisgras a biological site for the continuation of
national and cultural identity. For example, adllanese scholar recently wrote:

Why would an unskilled, low-income, middle-aged ntlaink of getting married,

especially to someone he has never met, from aggraountry he has never been

to? The crude truth stems from traditional fandlgology. Having children to

continue the family line is one of the fundamen&ues of Chinese

culture...Notions that “having no heir is the great#fense against familial

piety”, and that “continuing the family line is aamdatory responsibility” seem

axiomatic for the husbands who go abroad for adarbride (Sheu 2007, 188)
While we may dispute that this is thetirereason Asian men wish to marry traditional brides,
is clearly a very important factor. Since thesdds are viewed as having such an important role
in cultural continuation, if they are perceivedsadverting that role it may lead to tension or
resentment towards the sending country.

H4: Since the family is a primary site for cultu@ntinuity, and the importation

of foreign brides is largely being carried out bynservative men, foreign brides

will be expected to assimilate into the dominartamal culture and biologically

reproduce. If they do not live up to these exgdemta, they will be treated

poorly. This poor treatment may cause domestiaternational tension.
Immigrant Brides as Outliers

To further understand why the expectation thatifprérides will serve to continue
traditional culture will likely cause tension, weust look at the motivations of the brides
themselves in their immigration. In the case afvba, for example, foreign brides from the
mainland often come seeking a new life and a lemn tpe world; a popular news account quotes

one mainland wife as claiming, “When | came to Tawl supported Chen Shui-bian...I thought

one difference in being here is having a democgiernment, something we don't have back
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home.” (nter PressService 2004). Prospective Philippina brides often sisarelar
motivations for leaving their country — one notes,example, that:

“I came here because the salary is better thameifPhilippines. | have graduated

from college...I majored in accounting. | workedrthe a company for one year,

but it did not lead to anything. No good salaryierids of mine told me: Why

don’t you go to Japan for some time? So, | camme &rd | met my husband.”

(Piper 1997, 332).
Such a bride — college educated and upwardly metulees not fit the traditional picture of a
bare vessel for cultural and biological reproduttio

These accounts suggest that while receiving sesiefiten expect foreign brides to carry
out traditional roles, in reality these brides sanve as agents for social change. In a detailed
study of the impact of marriage migration on Jagarsociety scholar Chris Burgess has noted
that immigrant brides are rarely content to singayry out their assigned roles. “Because the
women had a standard of comparison and clear idga¢shaps brought into starker relief
through marriage to a ‘country’ man in a consekmatural area — they felt the low status of their
‘new’ roles acutely” (2004, 234). These women vaonibt be passive, but rather active agents in
promoting economic, social, and political change fact, they may well have more in common
with the native women they are imported to replhes the men who desire to marry them.

H5: If the volume of foreign brides should becdange enough, their status as

cultural gatekeeper may lead to changes in natiotehtity towards a more

cosmopolitan viewpoint.

If immigrant brides are often outliers, unwilling inaintain traditional economic
systems, then we should expect that there willhdfie a substantial backlash against immigrant
brides in the receiving nation. There are numeexasmples of this. In Japan, for example,

“public discourse has dealt almost exclusively witair presence in terms of problems

experienced as hostesses, prostitutes, or [bridesmoers]. They are hardly ever portrayed as
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the ordinary wives of Japanese citizens...” (Pip&71822). Our examinations of sociological

perspectives on identity suggest that in such das@sgrant brides and their children will begin

to perceive themselves as a separate identity gadhpr than integrating with the main national
identity.

H6: If foreign brides exercise political or econmmagency or are perceived as
maintaining a strong connection with their originational identity, this may
lead to a hostility towards the brides and theiil@dten that will force them to
form independent identity groupings.

Taiwan Case Study

To understand the economic, social, and politroglacts of bride importation, | will look
more closely at the case of Taiwan to help illusttae mechanisms through which international
marriage impacts national identity and internatigekations. Taiwan is an ideal example for
this case study because of the importance the inamidpride issue and national identity have
assumed in domestic politics. Because of this dddkention, we can more easily see the
mechanisms that propel Taiwanese men to marrygoigiides, motivate the formation of
national identity in the individual, and impact tlvays in which identities formed through
international marriage challenge and are contdsgqute-existing Taiwanese national identities.

Taiwan provides an especially good case for exangittie impact of immigrant brides on
identity because of its unique situation as legah@ant to the entirety of Chinese territory, while
in fact ruling only one province. This situatioadled to the creation of at least four distinpety
of national identity which are exhibited on Taiwaie can see evidence of pan-Chinese
nationalism, Taiwanese nationalism, Republic of@{ROC) nationalism, and People’s Republic
of China (PRC) nationalisth.While these categories are somewhat arbitrag/parhaps

controversial (for example, by my definition ndt@loponents of PRC nationalism would

®> One could also argue that there is an “indigeff@iwanese nationalism” (coming from the small mityoof
Polynesian aborigines that still live on the islpadd perhaps a pan-Asian nationalism. | findetlggestionable;
however, as while they may satisfy some parts ofiefinition of nationalism, neither makes a strafagm for
sovereignty, which | feel is the key way in whicitinnal identity can be distinguished from othamitity groupings.
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necessarily support the PRC government), | fe¢lttiese categories provide the most useful
rubric for discussing the subject. | use Pan-Gdenwtionalism to refer to the national identity
which binds together peoples of Chinese descerthghliving in mainland China, Taiwan, or as
a member of the Southeast Asian diaspora communigiwanese nationalism is exhibited by
those (mainly of the pre-1949 descendant populgtitio aspire to Taiwanese independence. |
define ROC nationalists as those who desire afieation with China, but only once China
democratizes and reaches Taiwan’s level of devatopnFinally, PRC nationalists are defined as
both mainland nationalists as well as citizensaifvn who desire reunification with China on
lesser terms (for example, the “one country, twaieays” solution). Taiwanese nationalism is thus
at a cross-roads — with political independenamay become fully internalized, but until then it
remains a tenuous and contested (but nonethelgspawerful) intersubjective understanding.
Why Foreign Brides? or, Where are the Taiwanese &1@m

These identities have become a source of contasiatlarge part because Taiwan has,
along with many other developed nations in EasaAsxperienced a declining birthrate over the
past several decades (currently Taiwanese womerrdaghly 1.3 children on average, which is
well below the replacement rate) (Tsay 2005, 1Zhe reluctance of Taiwanese women to
marry and reproduce points us to the possible osian that Taiwanese national identity is
contested by Taiwanese women. Unable to chandgidraal conceptions of national identity
(which emphasize women'’s roles as domestic workedshousewives) from within, Taiwanese
women have decided to exit the system by refugsingarry and reproduce the national identity
which they choose to reject. Popular accounts badhkis interpretation; a 20@sian Times

article on the subject notes that:

® While some may question this grouping, as it isstctly sovereign, one can argue that pan-Climegionalists
aspireto be a sovereign community. One can see evidefites in the call for the PRC and Taiwan to padt
Chinese diaspora communities from persecution dutia 1997 Asian financial crisis.
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[Taiwanese women are increasingly unwilling] togaalize this freedom through
marriage, especially in a country where the legablution of marriage problems
usually favor the husband. Long gone is the ideaarfriage in one's early 20s;
Taiwanese women - who tend, in any case, to berbatdiucated than their male
counterparts - are increasingly moving into th@s 8vith little interest in tying

the knot.

From this we can see that Taiwanese women hawjghrtheir reproductive choices, become
an important arbiter in how Taiwanese identitiel la@ constructed. Unable to pursue their
favored interpretation of Taiwanese identity (whinb matter the flavor, appears to include
more Western conceptions of women'’s rights and gerales), they have instead chosen to exit
the system.

This choice to exit, however, has had unintendesdequences on the question of
Taiwanese national identity as a whole. By chapsinexit from the system, Taiwanese women
have chosen to disclaim further influence on idgharmation. Their choice has led to more short
term individual freedom (by allowing them to avding traditional male dominated household and
gender roles), but the long term impact appeabg tmore ambivalent. By choosing not to marry
and reproduce, Taiwanese women have lost theyatailimpact their children’s early development
(through cultural exposure) and shape these chiklidentities towards their desired preference.
By exiting the system they have surrendered tbtgt to immigrant brides, who, we can expect,
will certainly raise their children differently tha native Taiwanese mother would have. Thus we
can see one potential impact of the increasingtii®eign brides in Taiwanese reproduction.

Of course, the role of parental child rearing ientity formation, while important, is not
the only way in which identity is formed. The ingbaf society writ large is also quite important —
indeed, as identity is a social construction thpdrtance of societal factors cannot be understated.
To better tease out the details, however, | hassanto analyze each factor separately, starting

with an analysis of the impact of parenting anchtfelowing with an examination of the broader
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social context. | will begin with a discussiontbé& ways in which marriage arrangements directly
impact the primary socialization of Taiwanese dleitd(without discussing the larger social-
psychological implications), and then follow thisadysis up with a discussion of the ways in
which Taiwanese societal reactions to foreign lsrickeve additionally impacted national identity
formation.

Taiwanese Families & National Identity

Although Taiwanese nationalists fear that therm&gonal marriage phenomenon will
dilute Taiwanese identity and lead to a strengtigeni those identities which support reunification
with the mainland, the impact of international meage on the portion of national identity
formation which comes from child rearing practicesot completely clear. An analysis of all the
possible combinations of immigrant brides and Tagge husbands will show that the answer is
not cut and dry, and depends on both the origtheforeign bride in question and her motivation
for coming to Taiwan.

Foreign brides that come to Taiwan from the maihlseeking a new life and a leg up in
the world will be sympathetic to Taiwanese (oreaist ROC) nationalism and unlikely to promote
PRC nationalism to their children. Since thesddsiare presumably coming to escape the PRC
system, they are unlikely to teach their childeglorify it. Of course, the case of mainland veve
who come to Taiwan for more traditional reasores Gimply to marry a successful man and raise a
family within the traditional Chinese family struce, with little care for politics) offers the cden
result. In either case, these mainland wivespaiis on stories of their life on the mainland,
mainland cultural traditions, and other ties whicbmote identity-connections between their

children and the mainland. Thus, although they n@ydirectly promote PRC nationalism, they
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will create sympathetic conditions for it in thehildren. In any case, they will be unlikely to
promote a strongly Taiwanese nationalism.

We can see, then, that the importation of mainf@2hishese brides has a potentially mixed
impact on the question of Taiwanese nationalisrhthat as a whole the trend of importing brides
from the mainland (at least in its current formljkely to produce closer ties to the mainland and
thus increase support for ROC and PRC nationaligrie decreasing support for a pro-
independence Taiwanese nationalism. In any das@l also almost certainly increase support for
pan-Chinese nationalism, and thus sympathies amahgiior the Chinese diaspora community as a
whole.

While the impact of mainland brides on Taiwanestonalism is relatively easy to deduce,
the question becomes much more complicated whdwzamgithe impact of Southeast Asian
brides. The immigrant bride in this category bsingth her a different set of cultural traditions,
and also faces a different set of challenges agnaiting into Taiwanese society. Coming from
neither Taiwan nor the mainland, these brides, whismg their children, almost certainly will not
directly promote PRC nationalism (as they have lalbsly no connection with mainland China).
As with the case of the mainland Chinese wivesgtisesome evidence to suggest that some
Southeast Asian immigrant brides come to Taiwgputsue the political freedom and economic
mobility offered there, and thus desire to integiiato Taiwanese society (and hence would likely
be proponents of Taiwanese nationalism). As omel@dian bride claimed, “Most people don’t
realize that new immigrant women, who preferreddaeferred to as such instead of as ‘foreign
brides,” are not here for the monfeyThis is our home. This is where we want to l@&rftral

NewsAgency- Taiwan2006). One may deduce, then, that these bridakilikely promote

"Here she is refuting the direct claim that immigrarides are “gold diggers” only interested initeisbands’
money, rather than addressing overall opportunitiegsconomic mobility.
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Taiwanese nationalism; when examined as a wholeewer, it is not clear that this is the result
we should expect from this category of brides.

To understand why this is so, we must look ataigithat we have not yet examined, a
group that is equally important in identity fornwati— the husbands of immigrant brides. To
determine how immigrant brides will affect natiordgntity formation, we must also examine the
national identities of the male sponsors of thesmigrant brides. Popular press accounts suggest
that there are two main groups which have drawm uponigrant women for brides: former KMT
soldiers, who immigrated to Taiwan as bachelorsves@ initially barred by law from marrying
into the native Taiwanese population, and lessadddower class workers who are well enough
off to import a bride, but not so well off as to & attractive mate for a cosmopolitan Taiwanese
woman. The preferred national identity of thetfgmoup is clear — former KMT soldiers are most
likely to support reunification with the mainlarahd thus are likely to be supporters of either ROC
or PRC nationalism. Indeed, Dr. Antonia Chao nttas“It was these old KMT guards who
pleaded fervently with the parliament in 1987, mftartial law was lifted, to be given the right to
go back to mainland China and visit their relati€uoted ininter PressService2004). Thus we
can expect a reunificatory nationalism to be pradan families formed by immigrant brides and
these old KMT soldiers.

This group, however, is slowly dying off — the ygest of these former soldiers are in their
late sixties and early seventies. The larger anentially more important group is the lesser
educated underclass that is at the forefront digbimportation. A press report states that about
half the men marrying Vietnamese brides are betwleeages of 30 and 40 years old, with
another quarter coming from the 41 to 50 year gkllaracket. This group is very under-educated;

this same press report claims that “Nearly 67 perobthe Taiwan men marrying Viethamese
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women have a junior high school level of educatsog about 20 percent have a senior high
school education"GentralNewsAgency- Taiwan2005). Unfortunately, it is difficult to
determine just what nationalism this group woulohpote, as it cuts across identity lines and
includes both native Taiwanese males as well aslama descendants.

In either case, however, we can expect that thesleadmds are supporters of the national
identity to which they subscribe. Cosmopolitanistie rejection of national identity — is
generally viewed as an elite phenomenon, and as fi@wanese men are anything but elite they
are likely to be strong adherents of whatever nati@entity they subscribe to. In the case of
Taiwanese men taking immigrant brides, then, wthigiemother’s received identity will have some
impact, the father’s identity will have more ofiampact than if he had married a native Taiwanese
woman. If these immigrant brides were not an etiitra option (either due to their unavailability,
or the increased availability of native Taiwanesea) the impact of the father’s identity wishes
would be at least partially balanced out by thahefmother. Thus we are again led back to the
importance of the choice of Taiwanese women tofeoh the reproductive system — without that
choice the entire dynamic would be quite different.

Immigrant Brides in Taiwanese Society

Having analyzed the potential impact of variougitabcombinations on the primary
socialization of the children of immigrant bridese can next turn our attention to a discussion of
the ways in which societal pressure has had ashapid framing effect on the formation of
national identities. In the case of Taiwan we saa that social pressure has come in two main
forms — first, a conviction that immigrant brides aoming to China mainly as ‘gold-diggers’ that
are only interested in a free ride to prosperity aill thus be a drag on society, and second, ia fea

that these immigrant brides will dilute Taiwanedentity.
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The first conviction — that immigrant brides argaging in some sort of deceit when
entering into the country — is interesting becausaplies a rejection of the possibility that tkes
immigrants can or would ever integrate into onthefbroader Taiwanese identities. There is
substantial evidence that this is a common pemeptnong the Taiwanese population, as multiple
popular news sources have extensively coveredsoei One would expect that mainland
Chinese brides would be somewhat immune to thissation, as they share a similar culture and
language with the Taiwanese, but they are ofteisubgect of equal or greater suspicion; BBC
coverage of the trend notes that, “They have baledcgold-diggers, prostitutes and communist
spies...” and goes on to quote Huang Jiang-nan,tdire€ The Marriage Association of the Two
Sides of China, who claims that “Chinese bridedraaed as worse than second class citizens...
Many regulations discriminate against them. Thatitnent they receive is far worse than other
foreign wives” BBC News2004).

Of course, the “other foreign brides” are not immam these accusations as well; they too
are often accused of coming into the country oohself-gain. In sum, this trend puts into the
public consciousness the notion that immigrantdsriare not people who can be socialized into
becoming nationals of their new homeland, but rathare neutral “wife commodities” that exist
in the country only for the instrumental goals dating Taiwanese children and servicing
Taiwanese husbands. This trend is best exempbiyetie ubiquitous matchmaking programs
which can be found on late-night Taiwanese calideiggon. ATaipeiTimesarticle describes an

average episode:
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In a typical late-night ad...titled ‘Good Marriagetin a stone's throw,” about 20

Chinese village women line up in a studio waitiodpé introduced. But they

hardly look relaxed as they are paraded on a pgodgiuced show broadcast on

Taiwan's least popular cable channels. Tryingjteesze out a smile, the women,

said aged between 18 and 25, pose awkwardly fort¥heameras while an

eloquent host markets them by touting their atterpiersonalities and distinctive

talents for household duties. From time to tirheytwomen are asked to walk a

few steps and turn round and round to further destnate their ‘health and

fertility.” Customers can place an order with tliekerage company to arrange a

trip to ‘examine’ the ‘goodsTaipei Times2004).

Although the government has made some effort ttckalawn on these sorts of programs, they
have mainly focused on those that feature maintZtmdese brides (ironically, using a statute
which bans Chinesmerchandisdérom being advertised on Taiwanese television).

While the first societal response dehumanizesningigrant brides and denies the
possibility of them becoming Taiwanese, the secesgdonse takes quite the opposite track. It
focuses on the fear that the new brides can amdhagrate, but that this integration will change
what it means to be Taiwanese. A fear of this lgrothas been evident in the policies of the
Democratic People’s Party, the main political prograt of Taiwanese nationalism. Although the
DPP has paid lip service to the rights of immigtamdes, in general the party has been
unsympathetic to their plight, and has worked t&enaiboth more difficult for immigrant brides
to enter and more difficult for them to becomezeitis when they do. Indeed, the current
immigration laws are very focused on keeping imamgibrides (particularly mainland Chinese
immigrants) out of society. Currently, mainlanghnigrant brides must wait eight years to
become residents, and are barred from workinghifitst six years of residence. Other
immigrant brides have it somewhat easier; theypareed from working for the first six months of
residence, and can become citizens after six yéard004, the DPP proposed extending the

waiting period for mainland Chinese women to twefears, as well as raising the asset threshold

for prospective husbands from around $11,000 UStz#oly $160,000 USD. The DPP is not the
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only party to politicize the issue, however; foample, there is evidence that the KMT is
attempting to use the discriminatory practices #natcurrently codified against mainland brides as
a campaign platform (and implicitly promote crossight ties). A recentaipei Timesarticle

notes that “Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) ChaimMa Ying-jeou said yesterday that he will
ask the party's legislative caucus to push foistemiof a law concerning the relations between
people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait to dHeer treatment for Chinese spouses of
Taiwanese nationals” (2006).

This bias has taken a somewhat different trackercase of Southeast Asian brides.
Although the fear that immigrants will push Taiwaaeentiment towards reunification with the
mainland is less evident, there is nonethelesoagbpposition to Southeast Asian immigrants on
the grounds that they will weaken Taiwan. The bdgethis fear range from those that appear to
be on the surface reasonable, such as the clainmtimagrant brides tend to be under-educated
(which is generally true) and will thus serve akag on Taiwanese development, to those that
appear to be blatantly racist, such as the oppasiti Vietnamese brides based on the fear that
they will bear deformed babies. This second claa® become a heavily contested issue in the
immigration debate; a Taiwanese politician from Tla@vanese Solidarity Union (perhaps
ironically, the most blatantly pro-independenceniaiese nationalist political party in Taiwan)
recently caused a controversy by claiming thatrélveere over 100,000 deformed children in
Vietnam, [and that] he was worried that childremnbim Vietnam brides could ‘inherit’ the
deformity” (China Pos2006).

Both of these social responses (the dehumanizingreodification of immigrant women,
and the fear that they will change what it meansetd aiwanese) are in some sense a self-fulfilling

prophecy. Immigrant brides who come to Taiwan etipg to assimilate into the culture receive
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little assistance or encouragement to do so; vieageal commodity, they are less worthy of public
assistance and aid. We note from our definitionationalism that one of the key elements is a
common language, yet the Taiwanese governmentffegesbno assistance in this realm, and
although surveys have shown that immigrant brigessére to learn the local language, their
husbands can rarely afford the expensive languagees which would be requireisian Times
2003). Immigrant wives are not allowed to pursaesjand Chinese mainlanders are viewed as a
fifth column, while Southeast Asians are viewedrm@sinals or degenerates. These attitudes tend
to become self-reinforcing — if the brides are disaged from integrating, they will not integrate.
Indeed, we can see evidence that these immigralgsbinave become excluded from the
Taiwanese political culture and skeptical of Taies@nationalism. Recent press accounts report
that Southeast Asian brides have been creatingdivei sub-society, replete with loan shark
businesses and ethnic oriented gambling hoeast(al News Agency — Taiw@006 andChina
Post2006). Unable to join the mainstream cultureséhlarides are slowly creating their own.

We can see, then, that the societal pressuressagamigrant brides will necessarily limit
the possibility of their integration into a Taiwaeenational identity. Identity is intersubjectivé
requires the internalization by all (or at leaststhonembers of the nation of the same concept of
the imagined community. Immigrant brides may degirbe seen as Taiwanese — indeed, they
may even view themselves as such, but until Tais@nationals accept their ability to be part of
the nation, they cannot be considered part ofitleautity group. This implies that, unless
Taiwanese nationalists change course, we may satetielopment of yet another nationalism on
Taiwan — one that is alien to the current posgyodet. These children of Southeast Asian brides

(and the children of some mainland Chinese bridegedl, particularly those that do not have
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strong family connections to the mainland) willdi grow up with little connection to either
mainland Chinese or Taiwanese nationalisms.
Results

The hypotheses as applied in the Taiwan case giudys mixed results. There is very
strong evidence for the first postulationHif — immigrant marriage migration has been heavily
industrialized in Taiwan, and the brides in questce often treated as little better than
commodified goods, and this has led to more negaiews of mainland China in Taiwanese
society. There is less evidence to suggest teatahntries sending brides to Taiwan have reacted
negatively to their treatment, but some countrib&lwvsend many brides abroad (such as Vietnam)
have begun to more heavily regulate the prodeesters2007).

Our second hypothesis — that remittances may beemnissue of contention between the
sending and receiving countries — does not recroeag support from the Taiwan case. Although
Taiwanese brides do often send remittances tolbene countries, there is little evidence that
their home countries have done much to lobby feir tlights in Taiwan. This is likely because
immigrant brides to Taiwan come in large part framthoritarian countries, such as mainland
China and Vietnam, which put less emphasis on hurghts. If Taiwan imported brides from
countries in the region with freer presses and rdexeloped civil societies, such as the
Philippines or Indonesia, we might expect to seeentensions.

Hypothesis three receives more support from thewaracase. Immigrant brides to Taiwan
often pursue work outside the home, and do not sserent to simply maintain traditional
economic roles. Our examination also shows stemmdence of social organization, particularly

among Vietnamese brides. This suggests that msitihmabers increase, immigrant brides will



Davis 33

become an increasingly important domestic consttyén the economic realm, both as
consumers and producers, as well as organizedeiabor

The last three hypotheses, concerning the imgdmides on national identity, receive the
strongest support from our case study. Immigradeb are expected to continue Taiwanese
culture by carrying out traditional family and gendoles, and they are viewed with suspicion
when they attempt to exercise their own culturagney. H5 — the postulation that a critical mass
of immigrant brides may lead to a cosmopolitan it¢shift — also receives some support.
Taiwanese nationalists are more afraid of a shifards a Chinese identity than a cosmopolitan
identity, but this fear has led to action. Althbugere is no strong evidence that a shift is
occurring, its possibility as an outcome has levaese nationalists to enact policy (such as
restricting the number of mainland brides) whicbuases that it is a phenomenon in progress.
Whether an identity shift does occur will depermgiddy on the outcome ¢16 — in other words,
whether immigrant brides are included or excludedthfTaiwanese national identity. Their
treatment thus far suggests that they, and thadreh, will likely be excluded from joining an
inclusive Taiwanese national identity at leashia hear future — and as the hypothesis suggests,
this seems to be leading to the rejection of Taesandentity by the brides in question.
Conclusion

The phenomenon of international marriage is kallyi to diminish in the near future, as
the demographic, economic, and cultural trends lwhave driven it continue to impact both the
developed and developing societies of East Asidedd, as regional economic inequality begins
to impact Latin America, Africa, and the Middle Eas may also see similar patterns emerge
world-wide. Considering these trends, the thraeegad hypotheses that | propose above should

be kept in mind when approaching the subject @rrdtional marriage.
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While on the surface the international ties andaased interaction promoted by
international marriage would appear to be an unfighigood, the sensitive nature of marriage
as a special site for the continuation of culturd mentity, as well as the economic function
performed by brides in both their traditional am$thsocieties, suggests that marriage migration
may become a source of tension for the countriegived. This is especially true if the host
country receives most of its brides from one plarel has or develops a deep suspicion towards
that country (as in the case of Taiwan vis-a-vigntaad Chinese and Viethamese brides). The
potential for this tension to spill over into fageipolicy is very real, as the Taiwanese case again
exhibits. While marriage migration is unlikelylbe a prime causal factor in international
relations, this essay has shown that it deservéssiuinvestigation as a potential source of

economic friction and cooperation, identity charmy@l societal transformation.
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